Boughton Aluph & Eastwell
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.45pm on Monday 17 November 2025 at Perry Court

Tearoom, Canterbury Road, Ashford, TN25 4ES

Present:

Cllr Steven Bartholemew
Cllr Peter Burrows

Cllr Jessica Fermor-Fox
Cllr Chelsea Pearce

Clir Spencer Phillips

Absent:

Cllr Adrian Coles
Clir Paul Curry

Cllr Doreen Titmuss

In attendance:
Parish Clerk Mrs Rachel Girt

111/25. Apologies with reasons were approved from Councillors Coles and
Titmuss (prior commitments).

112/25. Disclosures of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying
Interests must be re-declared when an item is called.

Councillors Burrows & Fermor-Fox declared their interest in planning application
21/01789/AS due to having property interests nearby.

113/25 Opportunity for Members of the Public to Address the Meeting
None present

114/25. Minutes
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8 October 2025
were agreed as an accurate record by the Council and signed by the Chairman.

115/25. Finance

i. Resolved: to note income & expenditure account for the period ended 31/10/25.
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ii. Resolved: to agree payments schedule and note credit card and other payments made.

Councillors Pearce & Titmuss to authorise online payments.

116/25. Resolved: To confirm agreement to costs of £1590 plus delivery for
lockable defibrillator cases to be used at Sandyacres and Boughton Lees Cricket
Pavilion.

117/25. i To approve returning a portion of the Sandyacres site to Ashford Bor-
ough Council in order that they lease it for use as a micro-energy storage facil-

ity. Approved under planning application PA/2024/2093. The lease is held by the

Parish Council as a custodian Trustee on behalf of Sandyacres Trustees.

ii. To approve solicitors Wellers Law Group to act on behalf of the Parish Coun-
cil in respect of changes to the Sandyacres lease required by Ashford Borough
Council.

118/25 Resolved: to note the creation of the ‘Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish
Council’ Facebook page. To note that this presence is for information sharing,
not debate.

119/25 The Clerks report was received (appended). It was added that the Clerk
had visited a newly set up Chatty Cafe, held at The Pheasant Pub on a monthly
basis. She met the volunteers and looked at some possibilities for supporting
the Chatty table, including publicity and potential funding.

120/25. There has been extended correspondence with ABC s.106 office re:
Sandyacres proposed Padel court. Sandyacres Trust applied for money, were
told that Parish Council had to apply. PC sought clarification over

1) why PC, why not ABC directly

2) responsibilities and risks

3) process detail

Some answers were received. It is ABC policy to have a Parish sponsor, how-
ever the option of Trust receiving directly has been provided for.

Advice from the internal auditor and a local council VAT specialist through KALC
is being sought to establish if there is a lawful and practical way of proceeding
to help the provision of this local facility before returning to ABC and advising
that the Trust should apply directly.
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121/25.
Councillors Fermor-Fox and Burrows re-declared their interest and took no part

the discussion.

Case Reference: 21/01789/AS

Location: Apple Tree Cottage, Wye Road, Boughton Aluph, Ashford, Kent, TN25 4HY

Proposal: Erection of det.ached two bedroom dwelling with garden space and
off-street parking

Reasons: Amended Plan -

Comments deadline: before 14/11/2025

Considered, to note no further comment to add to previous comment

submitted.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm

Appendix 1

Gross VAT
Satswana 180.00 30.00
RP Wood Ltd 45.00 9.00
MC Testing Services 75.00 0.00
Tony Fullwood Associates  3260.10 0.00
Credit Card October:
Card fee 3.00
RWG mobile 3.50
Bilting Self Storage 46.00
Southeastern 24.10
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Boughton Aluph @& Eastwell
PARISH COUNCIL

Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council: 17/10/25

Highways Improvement Plan

e Submitted to KCC for consideration and awaiting feedback.

Training & updates

e The focus of the SLCC Clerk’s conference (29/10) was local government
reorganisation. Information given from people in key roles, of note is that the likely
date for the government run consultation. This will examine one or more Kent
structure models, and will likely run sometime between January & June. Town &
Parish Councils are key respondents. Other speakers included a local government
insurer examining risk management.

Events

e The Chairman laid a wreath on behalf of the Council & Community at the Act of
Remembrance held at the Boughton Lees War Memorial. Attendees were pleased to
be able to follow the ceremony using the re-useable printed orders provided by the
Parish Council.

e The KCC Members Grant towards Chatty Café costs has been applied for, significant
detail is required and work is ongoing developing an appropriate and lawful policy
regarding safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults for the Parish Council. This
is a requirement of the KCC grants process. Chatty Café volunteers already operate
under Chatty Café safeguarding guidelines and protocols.

Members Details

e A reminder for Councillors that your Disclosures of Interest forms must be updated if
any details change, this will include your address, employment or that of a spouse or
partner. Councillors may also wish to check that their biographies on the Parish
Council website are up to date.

Defibrillators

e The installation of the lockable cabinet at Goat Lees has been completed. All the
publicly available outside units have been directly registered by the Parish Council



with ‘The Circuit’. This is a change in policy for reporting availability to the ambulance
service, which was previously done via Community Heartbeat Trust. The Clerk has
contacted British Heart Foundation, The Circuit administration, but there is currently
no mechanism to report on the Iron Room internal machine, as it is available
irregularly.

Noticeboard at Goat Lees

e The torn and faded fabric covering the backing board inside the frame has been
covered with plain brown kraft paper to smarten its appearance. It will have to be
replaced periodically, but looks much improved.

Website

e Atechnical error has meant that the appearance of the website has been wrong,

simplified from our custom background design. The provider has now rectified the
problem.



