Boughton Aluph & Eastwell
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.15pm on Wednesday 18 March 2026 at Goat Lees
School, Hurst Road, Kennington, Ashford, TN24 9RR

Present:

Cllr Steven Bartholemew
Cllr Peter Burrows

Cllr Adrian Coles

Clir Spencer Phillips

Absent:

Cllr Jessica Fermor-Fox
Cllr Chelsea Pearce
Cllr Doreen Titmuss

In attendance:
Parish Clerk Mrs Rachel Girt

10/26. Apologies were noted from Councillors Fermor-Fox & Titmuss

11/26. Disclosures of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying
None

12/26 Opportunity for Members of the Public to Address the Meeting
None present

13/26. Minutes
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11 February 2026

were agreed as an accurate record by the Council and signed by the
Chairman.

14/26. Finance

i. Resolved: to note bank reconciliation, income & expenditure account and

expenditure against budget for the period ended 28/2/26.

ii. Resolved: to agree payments schedule (appendix 1) and note credit card and other pay-
ments made. Councillors Cole & Pearce to authorise online payments.
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14/26. iii. Resolved: to authorise Councillors Fermor-Fox and Titmuss as
signatories to operate the Hinckley & Rugby Building Society Account.

iv. Resolved: to approve moving £15, 000 (part of the allocated budget for
Highways Projects) from the current account into the Hinckley & Rugby
account.

15/26. i. Resolved: to authorise a variation of grant awarded to Sandyacres
Trust for use on a padel court rather than a tennis court.

ii. Resolved: to authorise a request for return of £2000 grant made to the
Sandyacres Trust should the Trust not be able to demonstrate that the project
will be going ahead by summer 2026.

n.b. This represents a substantial extension of time (ref. minute 84/22, Decem-
ber 2022) for spend which was originally conditional on use within the
2023/2024 financial year.

iii. Resolved: should the grant be recalled, £2000 will be ringfenced until 31
March 2027 for Sandyacres Trust to use towards the padel court project at
Sandyacres. This funding will be released if it can be demonstrated that the
project is going ahead.

Clerk to write to the Chairman of the Trust, advising of the above and
requesting repayment of the grant under the terms of item ii.

16/26. i. Resolved: to approve the appointment of Mulberry Local Authority
Services to undertake internal audit during 2026/2027.

ii. Resolved: to appoint for a fixed term of three years, benefitting from fixed
hourly rate over the period.

17/26. i. Resolved: to approve a submission to the government consultation on

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) by the Clerk. This will be in behalf of
the Parish Council based on views of councillors and a Parish Council working
group.

ii. Resolved: to appoint councillors Fermor-Fox, Burrows and Phillips to an LGR
working group.

18/26. The Clerk’s report was received (appended).

Additional information: subsequent notification has been received that no
election for the councillor vacancy has been requested and the council may
co-opt.

Confirmation has finally been received of despatch of the lockable defibrillator
boxes for the cricket pavilion & Sandyacres.

Kennington volunteer litter-pickers have kindly litter picked the Eureka Park
shops area, Clerk to write with thanks.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway

19/26. A resident has shared concerns that they have raised with Ashford Borough Council

regarding data compliance of the waste and recycling service. ABC is dealing with the

complaint directly with the resident.

20/26. Planning Applications

The Parish Council is a consultee of Ashford Borough Council, the Local Planning Authority.

The Parish Council is not the Planning Authority (it does not make planning decisions).

None received.

The meeting closed at 7.50 pm.

Appendix 1
Gross VAT
48.06 0.00 Mileage Clerk
20.00 0.00 Perry Court (venue)
330.00 0.00 Perry Court (Chatty Café)

HMRC Final Quarter

Credit Card February:

Card fee
RWG mobile

Bilting Self Storage

3.00
3.50
46.00
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Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council: 18/3/26

Parish Council Vacancy
e Avacancy for a councillor has arisen (Goat Lees ward) due to non-attendance of Paul Curry.
The required notice has been published and Ashford Borough Council will advise in the w/b
16 March whether an election has been called by electors, or the Parish Council may co-opt
a member.

Highways Improvement Plan

e An additional roundel will be added (after May) to each entrance point off the Faversham
Road into the 20mph zone. The missing section of one of the 20mph painted roundels on
Wye Road was eventually advised to be addressed via the usual report system rather than
through HIP (logged with KCC).

e Due to the space needed, installing a pedestrian island for the Faversham Road will not be
possible, although a dropped kerb may be considered.

e The Highways Group will be meeting after the Parish Council meeting to consider KCC feed-
back and any next steps regarding the A251.

Changes to lease at Sandyacres
e The corrected plan of the area to be leased for power generation, and associated access has
been provided to the solicitor for the Parish Council and checked. No current outstanding
actions for the PC until further correspondence or lease variation is received.

Defibrillator Cases
e Delivery of the 2 new lockable defibrillator cases has been delayed again. Installation has
been organised for as soon as received.
o The defibrillator lodged temporarily on the outside of the pavilion was found to have been
moved on Wednesday 11" but is safe. It was temporarily notified as out of action on the
ambulance record to prevent anybody losing time by being sent to retrieve it.

Community Warden
e The Clerk is organising a familiarisation visit with the proposed warden.
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