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Chatty Cafe has been running at Perry Court tearoom as part of the national scheme since

May 2025. The Chatty Cafe scheme is the UK’s leading non-profit social enterprise designed
to tackle loneliness.

The Parish Council paid the £30 scheme joining fee, and is supporting the provision of
complementary refreshments to attendees at £30/session. This is not a necessary part of the
scheme, but was proposed in order to reduce barriers to attendance and make a welcome.

The session runs weekly on a Thursday from 9.45am — 10.45am, and is supported by trained
volunteers, there are currently 5 registered volunteers.

Attendance varies but has seen up to 14 visitors/week so far, both returning visitors and new
people. It seems to be much appreciated in offering social contact.

Participants are drawn from a relatively wide geographical area (although no registration in
required so this only known through informally chatting).

Thanks are due to the volunteers for their time and to the tearoom for hosting the Chatty
Cafe. The cost to the Parish Council is substantially less than the retail cost of the
refreshments provided.

It is a successful and cost-effective way to support the community, increase social contact
and work to reduce loneliness and isolation.

Proposal:

to continue financially supporting Chatty Café for the next six months (cost October — March
will be £720). This extended support may be allocated from the Community Resilience
budget line, since the changed nature of the project means that the budget line will not be
used.

to encourage more very local (Parish) participation by personal recommendations and local
publicity including to local groups/societies/meetings/events


https://thechattycafescheme.co.uk/




